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Project update

Welcome to our Spring edition

Spring is finally here! Welcome to all our new
residents that have moved in recently. We
hope you are settling in well.

We have lots going on this year! Over the
next couple of months our landscaping team
will be carrying out important health and
safety works to trees across the estate to
remove the dead wood.

By now our contractors will have started
work on the final surfacing of the north
footpath on East Hopes Grants Road. This
work will also include remedials to the
lighting infrastructure. Our contractors will
also carry out improvements to ramps by
dropped kerbs, on the estate, to ensure
better access for residents in wheelchairs.
If you spot an area that has been missed
or that you have concerns about, please do

email us_info@wellesleyhampshire.co.uk We
are always happy to help.

Work continues on the Neighbourhood
Centre, which will include a mini
supermarket, a nursery, some commercial
units, parking and a public square. We hope
to have further information to share later
this year.

We're delighted to confirm that Weston
Homes will be purchasing the Aldershot
Command Headquarters building opposite
the play area. They intend to refurbish the
building and convert it into 34 stunning
homes.

We had the wonderful news that our
playground has been shortlisted for a
prestigious Golden Pineapple Award. The
results will be announced at the beginning of
April, so keep those fingers crossed!

Bellway Homes have now started to develop
the areas of Stanhope West and School End
which will include 260 homes and a large
green open space for residents to enjoy.

We have shared initial plans of the
Community Centre with the Wellesley
Residents Committee, who gave us positive
feedback. We have a little more work to do
to ensure our proposals will work before we
can share them with the wider community,
but rest assured, we are working hard to
deliver something that is fit for purpose, a
place where residents will be able to join
together for years to come.

Finally we plan to get the final road surface
down on Hospital Road, Fire Station Road
and East Hope Grants later on this year,
ready for them to be adopted by Hampshire
Highways. We will write to residents to let
them know the exact timings and details.

As always, if you have any questions,
concerns, etc, please do send us an email
info@wellesleyhampshire.co.uk we are
always happy to hear from our residents
and answer any questions you may have. We
notice a lot of questions in groups on Social
Media that we aren't able to respond to, so
please get in touch with us direct so that we
can help and get you the correct, most up to
date information.

We hope you have had a good start to 2025!
Best Wishes

The Wellesley Team

Residents’ Committee

The Residents’ Committee is made up of
residents from the estate. We meet monthly
to discuss arising issues and work with
various other parties to support residents’
interests.

If you have any questions or issues please
let us know. Our email address is:

contact@wellesleyresidents.co.uk.

We are planning to facilitate an update from
Grainger on the development, including the
neighbourhood center, in the near future -
more details to be circulated with the next
Wellesley Times.

Key focuses for the committee:

1) Crime - we continue to engage with the
local police. Their advice remains to report
all issues - receiving more reports will allow
them to prioritise our issues more highly.

2) Management company issues - we are
trying to work with management companies
across the estate to ensure transparency

of communication and finances (albeit with
limited success). If you have any particular
issues with management companies, please
let us know.

3) Traffic/parking - we are working with
Grainger and Wellesley Residents Trust to
deal with traffic/parking issues. We are also
applying pressure to developers to make
good their areas of the estate - including
ensuring that the development is fully
accessible.

Wellesley Community Litter Pick
Sunday 30th March 2025 @11am.

Calling all civic minded Welleslians. Our
initial neighbourhood litter pick will take
place at 11am on Sunday 30th March 2025.
We'll be meeting behind the Smith Dorrien
House to distribute our state of the art
pickers, bin hoops, bags and Wellesley
branded high vis to give Wellesley a good
Spring Clean!

Hope to see you there!

As the ‘Resident ReV/, | am now Rev. Burns
as | got married in February, so you may
now also see me around with Phil, a recent
addition to the Wellesley community. I've
had the pleasure of calling our community
home for the past six months. In that time,
I've experienced firsthand the warmth and
welcoming spirit that makes Wellesley so
unique. (including my neighbour cleaning
my bin before | had even arrived!)

Life is a tapestry of seasons: the excitement
of new beginnings when changing schoals,
the inevitable changes that come with
ageing, and the deep joys and sorrows
found in marriage, christenings, and even
funerals. Each season brings its own lessons
and memories, reminding us that every
moment is precious, and every transition is
part of our shared human journey.

As you may know, | am part of Holy Trinity
Church in Aldershot (by the train station)
and we understand that life's milestones
are for everyone. Did you know that you
don't have to be a regular churchgoer to be
married in your local church or to arrange a
meaningful funeral? We're here to support
you during life's most significant moments.
Additionally, our church is a hub for
community activity. We offer engaging
programs for children, young people and
adults of all ages; from baby massage to
care home visits. Please do take a look at
our website www.htca.org.uk to find out
more.

We look forward to walking alongside you
through every season of life.

Blessings,

Rev. Gabrielle Burns (formerly Rev. Clarke)
p
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Community Discounts

Slopes Await at Alpine
Snowsports Aldershot!

Looking for a fun way to stay active and
make memories with family and friends?
Come and check out Alpine Snowsports
Aldershot—the perfect place for adventure,
no matter your skill level!

Nestled on the beautiful Wellesley estate,
this historic centre has been welcoming
skiers and snowboarders since 1969.
What started as a military training site is
now a community favourite, proudly run
by Rushmoor Borough Council and Active
Nation UK, a charity dedicated to getting
everyone moving and having fun!

At Alpine Snowsports, we've got

something for everyone! From skiing and
snowboarding lessons to donutting (yes, it's
as fun as it sounds!), school holiday camps,
and even adaptive Snowsports, the options
are endless! Plus, we have three floodlit
slopes, ski lifts, and great facilities including
spectator areas, a café, and a party room
for birthdays!

Wellesley Residents Special Offer! Get 20%
off all activities with the code WELLESLEY20
when booking online.

So, what are you waiting for? Come join the
fun at Alpine Snowsports Aldershot and
make some unforgettable memories on the
slopes!

For prices and more information, visit
https://activenation.org.uk/venues/alpine-

snowsports-aldershot/

SPRING CLEAN YOUR HEALTH

Would you like to improve your health and
make simple, effective lifestyle changes that
leave you feeling positive and energised?

I'm offering Wellesley residents a

personalised one-on-one health coaching
session for just £60.

Email: kristen@wonderfulcoaching.uk

wonderfulcoaching.uk/wellesley

Scan Here To Redeem Your
Alershot Town FC Offer!

Take a look at these Shots fans, taking up
our Wellesley Offer from last year!

We hope everyone who's redeemed the
offer already has enjoyed themselves, but
for anyone who has not redeemed it, or has
now decided they'd like to, please scan the
QR code and fill out the form in order to
redeem your offer too!

So far over 300 of you Wellesley residents
have attended games, and we want more of
you to follow! See you at The EBB Stadium!

Over to you

Welcoming Spring in
Wellesley: Spring Clean
your body and mind

Spring is around the corner in Wellesley!
Soon, the days will grow longer, and
blossoms will appear on the trees. It's the
perfect time to shake off the winter blues
and embrace the fresh energy of the new
season. Just as we clean our homes for
spring, our bodies deserve a seasonal
refresh.

Winter habits of heavier meals and less
movement can leave us feeling sluggish.
Now is the time to revitalise your health with
nourishing foods and mindful movement.
Start by incorporating fresh, seasonal
vegetables like cauliflower, rhubarb, kale,
and leeks into your meals. These nutrient-
rich foods help support digestion, energy
levels, and overall well-being.

Top Tip: It is easier to buy bags of frozen
vegetables and make fruit smoothies

with frozen strawberries, bananas, and
blueberries. Always reduce processed
foods and sugar, opting instead for protein-
rich meals that keep you feeling light and
energised.

Movement is equally important. Take
advantage of Wellesley's beautiful trails

and parks for a brisk walk or a gentle jog. A
morning stretch or dancing to your favourite
playlist can help shake off winter stiffness
and boost your mood.

Visit www.wonderfulcoaching.uk for more
information on feeling good naturally.

Wellspring Nativity

The annual Wellesley Nativity took
place on 23 December 2024.

A great time was had by all, and we ran out
of all the refreshments! Next time we will
have to provide more...

The Nativity is always a great opportunity to
remind ourselves of what Christmas is all
about.

Thank you to everyone who came along
and those who joined in. Special thanks
to Grainger for funding the farm and
providing their car park; to Mill Cottage
Farm Experience for the animals; and to
Shaun Jackson for the photos.

Judith Layzell
The Wellspring, Aldershot
info@wellspringaldershot.uk
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LLocal News

Free Tea and Blood
Pressure Checks

Prince Hall,
Princes Suite (Ground Floor)
Thursday 20th March 11:30 - 13:30

Free Tea & BP Event

Mini health check drop in for Aldershot
residents and patients of Border Practice,
Cambridge Practice, Princes Gardens
Surgery, Wellington Practice. The mini health
check is not compulsory. There is also the
opportunity for a cuppa and a chat with our
volunteers.

Mini health check offer: Blood Pressure
Screening, Atrial Fibrillation Screening, how
to access online health, NHS App Digital
Services Support, how to contact your
practice, know where to go when you're
unwell.

Support with referrals to: Social Prescribers,
Mental Health Services, Community Health
& Wellbeing, Rushmoor Voluntary Services,
Citizens Advice Rushmoor, Rushmoor
Healthy Living, Local Service Support,
Housing, Local policing, Healthy Start
Vouchers.

Princes Hall, Princes Way, Aldershot, GU11
INX

For more information, please contact:
salusmedical.aldershotpcn@nhs.net
07483 095037

Let's Bin-fluence
Rushmoor!

As Pride in Place Cabinet Champion at
Rushmoor Borough Council, | am delighted
to welcome Wellesley to the Rushmoor
Binfluencers. Keeping our streets clean is
a key priority, and community engagement
is essential in restoring pride in our
neighbourhoods. Through education on
recycling and environmental responsibility,
we aim to inspire positive change while
promoting physical, social, and emotional
well-being.

We ensure a safe and well-organised
experience for all volunteers by providing
all necessary equipment, maintaining
liability insurance, conducting risk
assessments, and carrying first aid
resources.

The Great British Spring Clean returns from
21st March - 6th April, and the Rushmoor
Binfluencers are taking on a bold challenge
-13 litter picks across the 13 wards of
Rushmoor in 13 days. This is a fantastic
opportunity to make a tangible impact

by keeping our streets, parks and green
spaces clean, safe, and welcoming.

Litter picking benefits both the
environment and personal well-being

by promoting physical activity, social
connections and a sense of community
pride. Volunteers of all ages are welcome
and those working towards the Duke

of Edinburgh Award can gain valuable
volunteering hours.

Follow us on Facebook or Nextdoor: The
Rushmoor Binfluencers

Email us:
TheRushmoorBinfluencers@outlook.com
Cllr Lisa Greenway

[.ocal Information

New Directions project
trains participants in MS
Excel

The New Directions project, based at the
Aldershot Enterprise Centre, has launched
a series of MS Excel workshops for women,
using laptops donated by the local Lions
Club. The project supports unemployed
young women getting into work with 1:1
support and guidance and hosts a series
of life and functional skills workshops to
increase their chances of employability.
The course was made possible with the
donation of 8 laptops by the local Lions
Clubs in Northeast Hampshire and it
includes introductions to formatting and
calculations, manipulating table data using
maths and built-in formulae.

Graham Drayton from the Lions IT
Refurbishment Team comments:

“The local Lions Clubs are proud to be
involved in this scheme to empower
women to be able to engage with modern
communication methods. This puts into
action our logo of ‘We Serve'.

Henriette Reinders, project manager for
New Directions says:

“The donation of the laptops enables us to
provide in-person MS Excel workshops for
our participants. Not only does it give them
valuable employability skills it also increases
their chances of employment.

The New Directions project is funded by
the National Lottery Community Fund. For
more information about our 1:1 support and
courses: www.joinnewdirections.org

GARRISON & COMMUNITY
HEALTH FAIR & LIFE SKILLS

ALDERSHOT GARRISON SPORTS CENTRE
Rawlinson Rd, Aldershot, GU11 2EY

Improve your Health and Wellbeing

Free entry to information on how to lead a better lifestyle.
Plus find out through life skills how to plan, prepare &
make provision for your future in the services and
transition to civilian life.

For a full list of stands please contact: AldershotGar-HQ-Community@mod.uk

olunteers Wanted

Looking to volunteer for a good cause? Why
not help local charity, Parity for Disability,

at their Easter Market on Saturday 19 April
and help support people with multiple
disabilities. Please contact Fleur if you have
any questions or would like to find out more
- fleur.powell@parityfordisability.org.uk or
call 01252 375581
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IJust for fun I Just for fun

Colour us in! Can you trace the words and

the shapes

[

We love your stories!

We want to make sure the news we share
in this newsletter is interesting and relevant
to all of our residents. Would you like us
to share more information on a certain
area of the development? Do you have a
story, picture or photo you'd like to share of
Wellesley? Whatever it is, we'd love to hear
from you.

Email us

info@wellesleyhampshire.co.uk H
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Wellesley Woodlands

Give Peas A Chance
(or why bread is bad for
ducks!)

Traditionally, many of us fed bread to ducks,
particularly stale bread we no longer wanted
to eat, but in recent years it has become
apparent that this seemingly innocent act is
harming waterfowl and their environment.

While ducks may find white bread tasty, the
danger is that they fill up on it instead of
eating a natural, balanced diet, which can
lead to serious vitamin deficiencies. Uneaten
bread also causes algal blooms, allows
bacteria to breed and attracts rats and other
vermin. Feeding the ducks is a great activity
for children, bringing them closer to the
natural world and fostering a lifelong love
and respect of wild animals, and we don't
want you to stop doing it. However, along
with The Canal and River Trust, we are asking
you to do it responsibly.

The natural foods of our wildfowl! friends
(ducks, swans, geese, moorhens, coots, etc.)
are things like pond weed, seeds, insects,
worms, small water snails, amphibians and
even crayfish.

These foods, rich in essential vitamins and
minerals keep our feathered friends healthy.
There are lots of common foods that are
safe for ducks to eat instead of bread -

raid your store cupboards for things like
sweetcorn, defrosted peas, leafy greens,
porridge oats, seeds, rice, and other whole
grains. Most fruit and vegetables are safe
(ducks can't chew so chop them up first) but
there are a few foods to avoid as they are
choking hazards or can lead to illness. These
include crisps and other junk food, popcorn,
cornflakes, acidic fruits and avocado.

So, what do we do with that stale bread
now?

Visit https://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
to discover some simple tips and guidance
to make the most of your food at home and
save it from the bin.

We have lots of plans for the coming
months. Why not come along to one of the
following events and say hello:

Dates for your Diaries

Regular Friday morning health walks 10-
11am starting at different locations each
week. No booking required, check Facebook
for more information.

Weekly evening health walks starting again
on Tuesday 1st April 6.30-7.30pm.

Easter Trail - launching Tuesday 8th April.
Self-guided fun family trail with nature-
based prize draw at the end of the holidays.

Dog Show: Saturday 16th August

Pumpkin Carving and Interactive Storytelling:
Tuesday 28th October

Wreath Making Workshops: end November/
early December

Please see Facebook or Eventbrite for details
of all our events. Most are free but we do
ask you to book so that we know how many
people to expect.

Meet the Ranger

Hi, I am Nathan, the new Wellesley
Woodlands Ranger (Acting).

| thought | would start with a little
introduction. | studied Countryside
Management alongside volunteering for
National Trust at Winkworth Arboretum for
4 years. | then worked at the University of
Surrey as a grounds person while helping
improve the diversity of wildlife on campus.
| joined the Blackwater Valley Countryside
Partnership team in July 2022 as an
Assistant Ranger and have worked on many
sites including Wellesley, ultimately leading
to becoming the Wellesley Ranger (Acting).

We have an amazing group of volunteers
that are invaluable to help maintain sites
along the Blackwater Valley, including
Wellesley Woodlands. The team and | have
achieved a lot in Wellesley over the winter,
including digging new channels and ditches
to drain water off paths and improve
access.

In Puckridge, volunteers cleared invasive
laurel blocking the ditch, which enabled us
to excavate it with a digger and dry out the
path. They've also been pruning vegetation
at the Wellington Monument to allow
people to see the statue from the bottom.
This, combined with keeping the paths

Clear, achieves a less enclosed space which
is more welcoming to our visitors. Looking
after Wellesley Woodlands is great as | get
the opportunity to keep the area tidy and
talk with our visitors and listen to their ideas.
Please say hello if you see me out on site.

If you have any questions or would like
to find out more about volunteering,
please contact Blackwater Valley
Countryside Partnership via email to
blackwatervalley@hants.gov.uk or phone
the office on 01252 331353
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Aldershot Town Centre

All Aboard artwork
launches in Aldershot
Railway Station

The artwork, created by a University for

the Creative Arts (UCA) graduate, is in the
underpass between the platforms at the
busy station and is part of a collaborative
project between UCA in Farnham, Rushmoor
Borough Council, Network Rail, South
Western Railway and local signage company
Reade Signs.

Created by Brianna Chartrand, a BA
Illustration UCA graduate, the artwork
depicts key heritage sites around Aldershot,
including the Cenotaph in Municipal
Gardens, Cambridge Military Hospital,

and the Post Office building in the town
centre. The design also features Nepali
mandala patterns and poppies in tribute to
Aldershot’s role as the Home of the British
Army.

New Enterprise Car Club
launches at Union Yard

The council has joined forces with the
Enterprise Car Club to set up the pay-as-
you-go rental vehicle, with special discounts
for residents across the borough.

Residents who sign up can rent the car, and
any others in Rushmoor and across the UK,
on a special deal, for just £10 a year (usually
£60) and get a £10 free driving credit using
the code HAMPSHIRE1O.

The parking bays for the car club are on
the High Street across the road from The
Empire.

For more information and to sign up, go to:
https://bit.ly/40DcCBo

Town Centre Events

Dates for your diary:

Rushmoor Heritage Celebration

West End Centre

Thursday 27th March 7pm - 9pm FREE
Join leading local historians for a fascinating
evening of short talks and films, celebrating
the stories of our people and places.

With Simon Aeppli introducing the new
Aldershot Music Heritage Trails and special
guest, Jackie Smith - the first female Red
Devil. This celebration evening is sure to be
a fascinating insight into the people, sights
and sounds of our borough over the last
fifty years!

Book here https://shorturl.at/PVOEg

Easter Wanderland of Games
Aldershot Town Centre

Saturday 12th April 10am - 3pm FREE
White rabbits, white rabbits, it must be
Easter! Or maybe you're going mad as

a Hatter! Join Rhubarb Theatre for a
wonderland experience as you shrink into
the gardens of the Queen of Hearts to find
yourselves amongst her large lawn games.

Once there you might get knotted up in the
Alice-themed twister, go crackers with the
croquet, or become an egg-spert at the
Easter races.

But watch out for court jokers, they visit
bringing mayhem and madness as the
White Rabbit, Mad Hatter and even the
Queen herself parade the streets of
Aldershot.

Join in with the Easter trail and all the fun...
or else...off with your head!

No need to book, just turn up!

Eco Explorers Club

Aldershot Town Centre

Saturday 3 May, 31 May, 5 July, 2
August, 6 September, 4 October FREE
For shed-loads of free gardening, wildlife
and storytelling fun, visit the monthly club in
Aldershot town centre.

You'll get to try some brilliant hands-on
adventures and discover exciting ways to
look after nature and the environment.
There’s interactive storytelling adventures,
crafts and lots more fun to take part in.

We'll be going wild and getting our hands
dirty with workshops in growing veggies
and plants, making bee and insect shelters,
leaf printing, creating recycled sculptures,
learning to look after our town centre
planters and much more!

Eco Explorers is a drop-in club, with no
need to book. Admission is free.

Victoria Day

Aldershot Town Centre

Saturday 7th June 10am - 4pm FREE
Preperations are underway for Victoria
Day 2025 so keep an eye out for more

information!

Last year, the carnival parade was larger and
more colourful than ever before with 1,000
people taking part. The parade included
local schools, samba bands, dancers, army
veterans and community organisations. Led
as always by Aldershot’s very own Queen
Victoria, Betty Bryce, who gave her royal
wave to the crowds.

Throughout the day there was live music
and entertainment and plenty of stalls to
browse!

We can't wait to see what's in store this
year! H
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What’s on?

The Princes Hall

Join us this April at the Princes Hall theatre,
for an evening with SAS leader Billy
Billingham, as he shares his incredible and
inspirational story. If music is more your
thing, join us for an evening of The Music of
James Bond & Beyond, performed by the
BBC Big Band, or relive the 90's with The
Spice Girls Experience.

During the school holidays we have family
shows, so come along this Easter as we
celebrate Bing's Birthday on Tuesday 8th

and Wednesday 9th April. We then follow the
story of The Dinosaur That Pooped A Rock
Show, as this number one best selling book
is adapted for the stage, on Tuesday 15th
April.

Get ready for a dazzling explosion of music,
dance, and excitement as Flowers and
Friendship Bracelets takes to the stage

on 8th and 9th April, for the ultimate pop
concert. Celebrate the biggest hits from the
hottest artistes of the moment, including
Taylor Swift, Miley Cyrus, Olivia Rodrigo and
Sabrina Carpenter.

Have you got a budding performer in the
family? Or are you looking for school holiday
entertainment? We run holiday workshops
for children aged 6-11 years old, where they
can spend a day learning theatrical skills in
Play In A Day or strut their stuff at Dance In
A Day.

\

Head to our website for our current
availability and remember to book early to
avoid disappointment!

We really do have something for everyone,
and we look forward to welcoming you here
soon. Princes Hall Box Office 01252 329155
www.princeshall.com

What’s on?

The West End Centre

Teen Jam Band | Every 1st Wednesday |
5pm-7pm | £3

The West End Centre is excited to invite
you to the monthly Teen Band Jam. If you
are aged 13-17, love to play music and are
eager to collaborate with others through
live performance or song-writing, this is
the perfect opportunity for you. Similarly,
if you enjoy singing or are beginning your
journey with guitar or bass we would love
to hear from you!

Teen Band Jam will be led by tutors with
musical backgrounds, many of whom
play in bands and compose their own
music. We are currently able to support
attendees who sing, play guitar, bass,
drums or keys.

We hope you can join us then!

We have our usual packed programme

of gigs, theatre, youth and adult classes
and workshops, check out the webiste for
more info

www.westendcentre.co.uk
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Picnic and Pop

Family fun is set to return to Aldershot this
summer with the seventh Picnic and Pop
Festival taking place on Saturday 26th and
Sunday 27th July 2025.

The festival, which takes place in Manor
Park, has a main stage featuring some of
the UK's best Tribute acts including tributes
to Qasis, Elton John, Sabrina Carpenter, Bob
Marley, Fatboy Slim and Olivia Rodrigo on
the Saturday as well as Taylor Swift, Coldplay,
Duran Duran, Harry Styles, Robbie Williams
and Blur on Sunday.

In its 7th year, Picnic and Pop also offers a
vast array of other entertainment to keep
the family occupied with a second stage of
music run by the West End Centre, a theatre
stage, fun fair, circus skills training, Sports
zone, craft zone and a variety of Festival
stalls.

Contact us

There are lots of ways you can keep up to
date with the latest development news.

WELLESLEY

A NEW NEIGHBOURHOOD

Festival goers are able to bring a picnic but
will certainly be tempted by the vast array of
delicious street food on offer from Thai to
Spanish and Italian to Jamaican!

Further information and tickets for the
festival can be found at
WWW.picnicandpop.co.uk

Included

with Annual
Ticket!

FAMILY FUN DURING THE HOLIDAYS

Join us for a different adventure every day during the Hampshire school
holidays . Open 10am - 4pm with programming running 10:30am - 2:30pm

Wednesdays - Mid Week Explorers - Hands on History
Thursdays - Muddy Fingers - Kids’ Gardening Club
Daily - Spotter Trails and Miss Daniell’s Games Cafe

hampshireculture.org.uk/amm

Email: info@wellesleyhampshire.co.uk
Website: www.wellesleyhampshire.co.uk
Phone: 01252 351966

@wellesleyhants

f @wellesleyhampshire

grainger
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